[Fatal diffuse alveolar damage after gold medication].
We report about the case of a 74-year-old woman who suffered diffuse alveolar damage and consecutive lethal pulmonary failure after gold therapy for rheumatoid arthritis. This is the fourth documented case of fatal pulmonary failure following gold therapy. The clinical findings were dominated by severe dyspnoea that warranted respirator therapy shortly after admission. Chest radiographs showed progressing confluent perihilar patchy infiltrates that suggested interstitial involvement. Steroid therapy had only a short-lasting effect on the respiratory failure, the patient died in prolonged hypoxic circulatory failure. Post-mortem examination showed the organotypical findings of diffuse alveolar damage in proliferative stage with advanced pulmonary fibrosis. With the discontinuation of gold medication and early steroid therapy, this disease which is based on immunological pathomechanisms is usually reversible. Both the knowledge of this entity and early diagnosis are essential for a promising therapeutic intervention.